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Microbiological criteria specifically for these E. coli biotypes would be
impractical and should not be established for this purpose.

2. In the course of investigations of outbreaks, suspect foods should
be examined for the presence of PEC. (see also Chapter 5.)

Streptococcus pyogenes

1.  Because of the lack of a practical method for detection and enu-
meration of S. pyogenes in foods and the infrequency of foodborne out-
breaks caused by this organism, a microbiological criterion would not be
useful and should not be established.

2.  Pasteurization of milk, adequate heating, and sanitary handling of
sensitive foods should be relied upon for prevention of foodborne S.
pyogenes infections.

Staphylococcus aureus

Microbiological criteria for S. aureus are feasible and should be estab-
lished and applied to appropriate foods to indicate potential presence of
enterotoxin or to indicate faulty sanitary and/or production practices.

Clostridium perfringens

1.  The presence of low numbers of C. perfringens in many foods
usually is unrelated to faulty sanitary practices. Only large numbers in a
food would be cause for concern. Microbiological criteria for use in routine
surveillance programs would not contribute significantly to prevention of
outbreaks of C. perfringens enteritis and should not be established for that
purpose.

2.  Suspect foods from outbreaks should be examined for this organism.

3.  When temperature abuse of sensitive foods has occurred or is sus-
pected, analysis for presence of alpha toxin (indicator of extensive growth
of C. perfringens} should be made. In this sense a microbiological criterion
for alpha toxin is useful.

Bacillus cereus

1.  During investigation of outbreaks in which symptoms observed are
similar to those of C. perfringens or S. aureus, the suspect foods should
also be examined for B. cereus.

2.  Low numbers of B. cereus are found in many foods, but only large
numbers are cause for concern. It is unlikely that microbiological criteria